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DOWNTOWN BATON ROUGE’S
CENTRAL GREEN
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DOWNTOWN BATON ROUGE’S CENTRAL GREEN

Unified System of Greenspaces connecting
numerous civic and cultural institutions

11 Acres of public greenspace
City of Baton Rouge’s Premier Event Spaces
Plan BR Il Master Plan recommendation: Green & Accessible

Phased Construction began in 2012
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CENTRAL GREEN

ORIGIN: PLAN BATON ROUGE Il MASTER PLAN - 2009

11111101 Desired Pedestrian Routes

Pedestrian access over the Waterworks to LASM expansion

Shaw Center for the Arts
Proposed expansion of LASM to the north that features a river terrace

Narrowing River Road at LASM to create more green space between
the museum and the street edge

North Boulevard Town Square.

Public Library Branch improvements.

Demalltion of DPW bullding

Bemalition and re-vegetation of paved areas st River Center and
Galvez Plaza

A braided system of movement throughout the green sets up views to

the river and provides access to venues for gathering and events along.
the elevation of the natural levee

Restoration of Old State Capitol Grounds, lawn and mature trees with
new openings in south fence ta Repentance Park
Unified Repentance Park and Oid State Capitol Grounds

Pedestrian access through River Center
Riverfront Plaza Park simpiified with a single sccessible ramp and
canopied lawn
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CENTRAL GREEN

PREVIOUS CONDITIONS: INACCESSIBLE HARDSCAPES AND VEHICULAR FOCUS
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CENTRAL GREEN

PRESENT: CONNECTED AND ACCESSIBLE GREENSPACES
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CENTRAL GREEN

INTERACTIVE FOUNTAIN
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CENTRAL GREEN

INNOVATIVE INTERACTIVE FOUNTAIN and GREEN ROOF TECHNOLOGY
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CENTRAL GREE |

BIRDSEYE VIEW WITH EVENING EVENT
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CENTRAL GREEN

MEDIA SCREEN BEACON
SOCIAL HUB CONNECTED TO THIRD ST.



CENTRAL GREEN
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Central Green: Connecting Community with Commerce & Culture
Baton Rouge Downtown Development District

Over several years, the Baton Rouge Downtown Development District (DDD) has worked to connect
numerous civic and cultural institutions downtown through a unified system of greenspaces known
collectively as the Central Green. In total, the Central Green boasts over 11 acres of accessible,
contiguous public greenspace in the heart of downtown.

The vision of the Central Green began in 2008 as part of a community-driven master plan spearheaded
by the DDD, known as Plan Baton Rouge Two. The planners analyzed the site and thousands of public
comments to determine that the areas surrounding downtown’s most frequented destinations were not
easily accessible, largely paved surfaces, and limited movement through the spaces. Plan
recommendations focused on creating a premier public space that unifies our diverse social fabric,
connects downtown’s destinations, accommodates large and small events, prioritizes accessibility, and
enhances the natural environment.

The Central Green is now host to events ranging from large concert series attracting thousands of
attendees to small informal gatherings. Its unique design balances the needs of all users within its
diverse urban landscape; providing access to all modes of transportation, including buses, vehicles,
wheelchairs, and pedestrians. Within the greenspace, users enjoy a multitude of high-tech amenities,
innovative water features, a green roof, café-style seating, events stages, and public art.

The implementation of the Central Green catalyzed a surge of downtown development seen over the
past decade, and is a testament to the impact of strategic public investment. As the region’s premier
destination, the Central Green hosts hundreds of annual events on the lush greenspaces. It not only
serves to provide users a place to recreate and socialize, it embraces Baton Rouge’s rich cultural
heritage and brings a diverse group of people together, strengthening the social fabric of our
community.

The Central Green’s purpose to provide accessible event and quality public greenspace to Baton Rouge
citizens also utilized several innovative, sustainable, and environmentally sensitive building practices.
Several features of the Central Green are considered truly innovative, but the reimagining of a dense,
complex urban landscape into a living landscape was perhaps the most original and challenging aspect.
Several tons of concrete were removed and infrastructure was evaluated and reconfigured to include
more pervious surfaces, efficient water features, native trees and plantings, and a green roof.

A greenroof was installed within the Central Green, spanning over a 400 space parking garage and
increasing event capacity as it allowed viewing of the main stage from both sides. Its implementation
was particularly challenging as it not only needed to withstand its own weight, but also the increased
loads with thousands of event attendees. To minimize the weight of the green roof the design team
utilized a unique, light-weight foam material and soil blend to minimize the structural load.

One of the site’s previous features was a large cascading pool that inefficiently wasted large amounts of
water, costing the city over $300,000 a year to maintain. With the implementation of the Central Green,
the large fountain was demolished and two interactive fountain features replaced it, each more efficient



and with their own innovative features. One is able to change color with different community events
and the other features over 700 fountains that interact with a nearby sensor, changing heights and
patterns with the wind.

The Central Green initiative catalyzed the revitalization of downtown’s core by providing public
greenspace to host a variety of events. Over 250 annual events are hosted in the Central Green,
attracting over 140,000 visitors to downtown. The Central Green has become a regional destination,
increasing hotel occupancy rates, as well as restaurant and retail sales. With an increased capacity for
large crowds and numerous stages, events are able to include more acts with less down time, less street
closures have been required, and regional events continue to expand. Annual event attendance
continues to rise, tripling in capacity over the past decade and event applications rose from
approximately 100 in 2012 to 250 in 2019.

The continual increase in the number of events and visitors has created a surge in economic
development downtown resulting in over $900 million invested by the private sector. To accommodate
the growing number of downtown residents and visitors, 500 nearby residential units have been
developed, previously vacant adjacent properties are now occupied, and existing business have
extended their operating hours.

The Central Green has the potential to grow both in community impact and event numbers. As part of
the Central Green initiative, Plan Baton Rouge Il also endorsed a series of green transportation corridors
radiating from the Central Green to provide safe, accessible, and comfortable pedestrian and bicycle
connections to the space. The DDD developed this recommendation into a comprehensive
transportation initiative known as the Downtown Greenway with portions already complete or
underway.

The complexity and scale of the Central Green recommendation required its implementation to be
phased with multiple funding sources. City-Parish budget constraints to implementing such a large
project, required the leveraging of several funding resources and creating a dedicated state sales tax
from parish hotels for riverfront development. Grants were also procured from federal, state and local
resources and the DDD spearheaded the dedication of these public funds, writing and submitting grants
on the City-Parish’s behalf and jointly overseeing design development and construction administration
with city engineers. As each phase of the Central Green was completed, annual events increased as well
as the community’s support of the project. With its success, political support for the Central Green
flourished and the City-Parish committed additional funds to advance implementation efforts.

Nationally recognized landscape architects were engaged to create a congruent, flexible, and
sustainable design with an emphasis on detail. Respected and experienced construction teams with
meticulous project oversight ensured the Central Green’s overall quality of place. Public art
professionals attentively placed several sculptures. Between 2012 and 2019, the phases of the Central
Green were complete, linking our cultural and civic attractions into over 11 acres of cohesive, safe, and
enjoyable public space.



The complexity of the Central Green required an extensive effort that was spearheaded by the DDD and
in a joint effort comprised of the Mayor’s Office, and Department of Public Works. Throughout the
planning process, a comprehensive community outreach effort was conducted, incorporating thousands
of residents, and business, civic and community leaders, and planners. The population of East Baton
Rouge (EBR) City-Parish is very diverse and the overall initiative of creating event and public space that
welcomed all citizens, resulted in the initial vision of the dynamic and innovative Central Green. The
public continues to be engaged about events and efforts.

Strengthening and unifying our diverse social fabric was a prominent theme with the implementation of
the Central Green community and accessibility was a primary consideration to achieve that goal.
Accessibility concerning ADA compliance as well as available safe transportation options to the Central
Green were incorporated, including projects and services that increase community access. The primary
downtown transit hub was located at the edge of the greenspace and a connecting trolley route
circulating downtown was also incorporated. In addition, the connecting Downtown Greenway, a
bicycle and pedestrian transportation initiative, connects surrounding inner city neighborhoods safely to
the Central Green.

The implementation strategy of the Central Green can be replicated in cities across the region to
revitalize urban, hardscapes into lush greenspaces for the public to enjoy. The creation of a City-Parish
adopted community-driven master plan has been instrumental in accessing grant funds, gaining
community and political support, and furthering the cause of creating quality downtown spaces
accessible to all. Strategically phasing a large-scale project recommended in a master plan into
manageable components or spaces is also a replicable practice that moves implementation efforts
forward at a steady pace and provides the community an immediate and enjoyable space. The result of
immediate efforts towards implementing the community’s vision further strengthens overall support for
the continued development of the overall project. Asthe DDD spearheaded the planning, design,
construction, maintenance, and event programming of the Central Green, a critical component to
replicating this strategy is to have a downtown focused leader overseeing each developed component to
ensure a seamless integration with the overall concept and quality of space. Another strategy that can
be seized from the Central Green is the creation of a pedestrian focused circulation network connecting
people to downtown’s public space, events, and cultural attractions.

The technical complexity of the Central Green required an immense amount of communication between
the design teams, Baton Rouge officials and engineers, and surrounding attractions and venues. The site
of the Central Green presented several design challenges as a large portion is situated above two floors
of parking and there are significant elevation changes, giving form to the previously fragmented space.
The structural support of the main stage and greenroof required a diverse team of designers and
engineers to collaborate and create designs that would both function and inspire. The sculptural form
of the main stage structure, located in the center of the Central Green, provides a view uncompromised
by the simple, elegant landscape elements surrounding it. Carefully calculated site elevations and
structural loads provided a solution that created an accessible and flexible space that tied seamlessly
into the surrounding grade and conditions.

During the construction of the Central Green, maintaining public accessibility to the nearby attractions,



services, and amenities was also quite challenging. Event bookings continued to rise despite nearly
constant construction activity. The DDD, working close with construction teams and event coordinators,
developed public notifications and wayfinding to mitigate conflict with construction and enhance public
perception.

Riverfront Plaza $800,000
NBTS $7,300,000
Repentance $3,200,000

City Hall Plaza $4,900,000
Crest $1,000,000

Total Project: $17,200,000
Project Budget: $17,000,000
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